Société Réaliste

19?9

workshop,  14th of October 2009, 15h-18h

In the frame of the Tranzit Seminar, Société Réaliste would like to reactive a multi-author writing technique developed in 2007 on the occasion of the Abschlussball (prom) of the Manifesta 6 school-biennial*. 

The Constitution of the People's Republic of Hungary was adopted on 20 August 1949. The model of this so-called "Rákosi Constitution" was the 1936 soviet constitution, prepared by Bukharin and Radek. This 1949 text was heavily amended on 23 October 1989, but even today, in 2009, it bears the preambular title "Act XX. of 1949". Hungary is the only former socialist country that didn't adopt an entirely new constitution after the political changes of 1989 which makes this text a unique document of political transformation. During the workshop entitled 19?9, Société Réaliste would like to examine the original 1949 text, the changes made following 1989 and even the 1919 constitution of the Hungarian Soviet Republic, this aborted precursor of the 1949 stalinist document.  

As a first step, Société Réaliste would like to make visible the changes made in the 1949 text since 1989 and to ask the participants of the workshop to start a massive amendment process in order to decorticate the very concept of the "constitution", this juridico-typographic tool of rule. 

The results of the workshop will be published on a blog and would be continuously online, waiting for more and more amendments, until the 2010 elections when it will be published as a constitutional proposal for the next parliamentary forces.

Notes:

* Manifesta 6, Department 3: Abschlussball

Upon the cancellation of the Manifesta 6 Biennale, destined for Nicosia, Cyprus, we have re-assembled our network of presupposed participants in the undertaking of collective works. Manifesta 6, Department 3: Abschlussball is a collaborative initiative from 20 of the selected students from Dept III of the “failed” Manifesta 6 school-as-biennale project. The term “failed” is purposefully in quotations. The mishap of the project has transformed it unforeseeable directions – becoming the first purely textual biennial. Since the inception of the project until now it has manifest itself exclusively through a collection of texts (applications, press articles, curatorial statements, legal documents, publications, emails, etc). This transformation has re-positioned the intentions, but has unwillingly produced the most trans-disciplinary biennial of its’ kind, involving, but not excluded to the juridical, political, diplomatic, intellectual, media, economic and aesthetic spheres.

From this perspective the “still-born” network of Dept III participants, is seeking to reanimate itself into a “zombie network” as a collective, productive machine. These collaborative efforts are focused on a co-authored “confetti contract” – a text built in intervals between all participants of fragments, statements, digressions, interactions, re-writing, definitions and discords that take place amongst such a large group.
http://www.societerealiste.net/img/Txt/abschlussball_press_en.pdf

http://www.societerealiste.net/img/abschlussball/m6d3_abschlussball_last_draft_contract.pdf
Further reading:

1949 constitution: http://www.1000ev.hu/index.php?a=3&param=8365
2009 constitution: http://net.jogtar.hu/jr/gen/hjegy_doc.cgi?docid=94900020.TV
in English: http://www.servat.unibe.ch/icl/hu00000_.html
The Charter of Carnaro (Carta del Carnaro) was the constitution of the Italian Regency of Carnaro. It was coauthored by syndicalist Alceste De Ambris and poet Gabriele D'Annunzio: http://www.reakt.org/fiume/charter_of_carnaro.html

1936 constitution of the USSR: http://www.departments.bucknell.edu/russian/const/1936toc.html
A Constitution for Europe: http://europa.eu/scadplus/constitution/index_en.htm

Treaty of Lisbon: http://bookshop.europa.eu/eubookshop/bookmarks.action?target=EUB:NOTICE:FXAC07306:EN:HTML&request_locale=HU

List of national constitutions: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_national_constitutions

Constitutional Court of Hungary, Alkotmánybíróság: http://www.mkab.hu/

